The place of surgery in the treatment of ovarian cancer.
If the role of surgery has receded somewhat in other areas of gynaecological cancer, the reverse would seem to be true in ovarian cancer. The problem of the scope for increased surgical procedures outside the general run of gynaecological operations is high-lighted by the difficulty in achieving accurate preoperative diagnosis. Carcinoma of the ovary may well be found unexpectedly by the relatively inexperienced surgeon operating for a tumour presumed to be a fibroid uterus. Improvement in the survival of patients treated for cancer is only rarely the result of a single therapeutic advance. Generally it is achieved by the meticulous and individual application of multi-modal therapy. In this context careful and occasionally bold surgery remains a key treatment in the management of ovarian cancer.